We report on (BrJ Ophthalmol 1992; 76: 491-493) 
Norrie's disease (ND, McKusick catalogue number 31060) is an X-linked recessive form of blindness. The main features ofND, as described by Warburg,' are:
(1) bilateral retinal dysplasia and detachment evident at birth or in early infancy, with subsequent cataract formation, opacification of the cornea, and optic atrophy. Chronic From the calculated 'genetic' distances between the disease gene and the accurately located markers, a map can be constructed giving the most probable location of the disease gene. Conversely, the most tightly linked probe markers can be used to track the gene through the generations of a human pedigree. Two DNA probe markers used in this study are radioactively-labelled short lengths of single-stranded DNA (oligonucleotides) which will hybridise to unique nucleotide sequences in single-stranded X chromosome DNA. The creation ofrestriction fragment length polymorphisms (RFLPs) and their identification with such DNA probes is shown in Figure 3 .
A combination of DNA linkage studies and deletion mapping has assigned the ND locus to Xpll-3, a region near the centromere on the, Further DNA markers for ND are listed in Figure 4 ; they are all located on the proximal short arm ofthe X chromosome. Fluorescence Y chromatin analysis revealed that the fetus was male. Amniocytes were cultured for 2 weeks and DNA was extracted for prenatal diagnosis using the multi-allelic markers M27,3 and DXS426.
The fetal haplotype was [-,1,3] for these markers (see Fig 5) . Thus Linkage analysis using multi-allelic probes has a high probability of being informative in individual families, and provides more accurate genetic counselling. The application ofmolecular biology techniques, as demonstrated by this case, will help to reduce the incidence of severe inherited ophthalmic disease. 
